DISEASE    AND    SOCIAL    LIFE

the result of historical developments that we must analyze briefly
if we are to obtain a clear view of the subject.1

There are very few truly primitive tribes left in the world.
Among them the Kubu in Sumatra seem to merit close study, in
the opinion of van Dongen, Hagen, Volz and other anthropologists
who have investigated them very carefully.2 The Kubu live in the
primeval forest. Minor diseases, skin eruptions, wounds and similar
ailments are frequent with them. People suffering from such dis-
eases are not considered different from other tribesmen, for their
criterion is social, not physical. As long as a man is able to live the
life of the tribe, his condition does not cause any reaction on the
part of the individual or of society.

Things are different in the case of serious diseases, more espe-
cially those involving fever such as an epidemic of smallpox invad-
ing the region, an event which happens not infrequently. Such a
patient finds himself unable to take his part in the life of the tribe;
he is incapacitated, and there is a sharp reaction which leads to
his abandonment both by the tribe and by his own kin. All avoid
him as they would a corpse, making his isolation complete. The
sufferer is dead socially long before physical death has overtaken
him.

The Kubu does not inquire into the cause of disease, which he
accepts as he accepts rain or thunder, without any explanation. In
the case of tribes living in a higher state of civilization, however,
we find a very pronounced desire to ascertain the cause of disease.
The sick man is considered a victim, unable to live like other peo-
ple because someone has worked upon him. An enemy has done
something to him, has bewitched him by introducing a foreign
object into his body through magic, or else by depriving him of
something necessary for his life; or again, it was a spirit or a demon
that afflicted him, that entered into him and took possession of his
body. Thus the sick man enjoys a special position in society, claim-
ing the regard of his fellow men as well as their help. He is the
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